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if we do not give ourselves credit for any higher motive, soon led to a conviction that our inheritance in this respect was an unfortunate one, and must he modified, in our own interest, as well as that of the people we were called on to rule.
Accordingly, we find our earliest administrators turning their attention towards the reform of the Land Eevenue administration, and if there were no other ground on which England might claim credit in the eyes of the civilised world for her conduct towards her great Eastern dependency, she certainly might justly claim it on that of the single-rnindedness and upright views with which that reform has been approached Loth by the Local Officers and the controlling authority at home. In the proposals of the former, in the measures adopted by the Presidency Governments, and in the final orders of the Court of Directors of the Honourable East India Conn/any, there is but one tone, that of moderation and justice, whatever might be the resulting consequences. It need hardly be said that the same spirit is observable in the more recent proceedings of the Homo Government since India lias been brought under the direet eontrol of the Queen's Ministry.
It is with the history of the gradual changes in the Latul Revenue administration of the older Provinces of Bombay thai it is proposed to deal in the following pages. The source from which information on the subject has been derived is unimpeachable, being the actual Records of Government, which contain in (wirMxo the correspondence connected with each particular change introduced, the whole ot* those .Records having been kindly placed at the disposal of ilie writer by the* authorities at the India Office.
Selections from those Records have of late years been published from time to time by the Local Governments, but thene